
ACORN at the Forefront of the Working Class 

 

 

AKORN workers demonstrated on November 16. 

 
 

12 members and workers of our social building cooperative and 
civil association met at the Republic Square to support the 
event called the Revolution Betrayed held by the emergent 

student platform Real Left.  

https://skutecnalevice.cz/


Equality, unity and fraternity somehow disappeared yet left with a taste for the unknown 

fruit of freedom, which we had managed to try. 

We suffered bitterly from how worms wriggled, irritated the stomach juices and triggered 

a thunderstorm of pathological effects, but its taste, the taste of sweetness still lingers on 

the palate and reminds of what we were worth and what we would like to achieve. 

Yes, the Velvet Revolution is considered to be an unfinished piece of hot iron, and we are 

holding wrenches and ringing them loudly! Velvet Revolution 

 

Execution on Property, Debts, The Unemployed, The 

Homeless and Dead Ideas. 

 
 



Our solution is so far taking place primarily within the social cooperative and civic community 
association, but it can also grow to be political. We are both a social cooperative and a registered 
community association. 
 

At the event “Revolution Betrayed”, we chanted: 
"Velvet is not over, so let's pull it through!" 
 

 
 
It is a slogan that certainly does not end with one demonstration or will not just repeat on the next 
November 17. 
Czech ACORN members are considering how it can work throughout the year, prospectively until next 
November. 
-Why not launch our own year-round campaign "Completing the Velvet" or some such? 
 

 
 
In 1989, the Civic Forum was founded. CF was supposed not only to mediate between citizens and 
executive bodies of the state, but to strengthen the thesis that democracy is a space for equal 
opportunities to offer various solutions, concepts and principles. 
 
Public policies should engage in the form of competition, but it does not always have to be rivalry in 
terms of being attracted to the trough or persuading crowds. We can imagine devising and social 
consensus and increasing efforts to cooperate. 
 



 

Why do we propose the principle of political competition? 

It is here to give citizens the opportunity to choose the agenda that convinces them most, which is the 
best. 
 
Unfortunately, the very principle of today's political competition forces the policies of particular 
political parties to sell their agenda at all costs as well as denigrating the agenda of other political 
parties. There is practically no way in which a politician would recognize or attempt to support the 
agenda of their political rival. 
 

 
 

But democracy is here to stay 

However, democracy is the principle for an independent platform through which citizens can propose 
legislation, administrative and executive decisions, engaging in social activism, as well as expressing 
their views on a variety of issues, such as local matters. 
 



The Civic Forum originally stood a chance to become a platform, as a tool for citizens to exercise 
control in a transparent way. 
 

 

Parliamentary democracy is good, but it has its shortcomings 

 
Parliamentary democracy, except for all its advantages, to a number of parties means the incessant 
abstention from putting the proposed changes into practice. One government spends four years 
trying to implement their policies The opposition makes attempts to disrupt it, explaining to the 
citizens that this is the wrong direction. Four years later they want to come to power and the 
situation is reversed. 
 

 
 
That is also why we believe that a comprehensive platform of civil control and citizens' direct 
influence on the legitimate and executive power would be a party principle. By offering people the 
means to exercise control, we simplify the way civil society works as it begins to function more 
directly and thus we create a more democratic environment for its full development. 
 



 

Society is not built in such a way, but it barely survives !!! 

Therefore, we staunchly support the implementation of the idea of an organization similar to the Civic 
Forum. For instance, a way of its instantiation could be establishing a organization that would be 
nonprofit in civic transparent hands and would force the current order to share power. 
 

We think that creating a peaceful environment based on a 

friendly community can transform the whole political culture 

 
 
At first glance, small communities seem to be unable to change anything by themselves. Nonetheless, 
they work internally, for example, to provide social help, establish social cooperatives, and externally, 
they engage in tasks such as activism. 
Small grassroots communities can form a common local organization. More local organizations can 
make up a common regional one, which, if united, can result in a nationwide network. 
 
 



At first glance, it is a small scale drudgery, but at the same time, small communities keep emerging 
and some have recently joined together. 
 
So in our view it is possible both to influence political culture and attain certain political goals. 
 

 

A community does not automatically have to mean a political movement. 

In a community, social work, counseling, say neighborhood assistance, is shaped, which can later 
grow to form cooperatives and become politically involved. 
 
 

The betrayal of the CF was indeed a revolution 

betrayed. 

CF initially assumed that there would naturally exist political parties and the notion of the party would 
work, but CF also counted on its own role. CF should be a community and politics should emerge at a 
grassroots level.  
 



 

What happened in 1989? 

First, Vaclav Klaus arbitrarily excluded from the Civic Forum all political entities that wanted to 
preserve the Civic Forum, then he stolen (tunneled) part of the money for his new political party ODS 
and eventually the Civic Forum dissolved. 
 
"The parties are for the party members, the Civic Forum was supposed to be for all". 
Parties-oriented citizens lacked the possibility to use CFs to obtain special benefits back in 1989. Some 
quickly forgot that under the totalitarian regime we alluded to the party members: "We are all equal, 
but some are more equal". And they wanted to get rid of the strong CF, which stood in the way of 
returning to the division of the nation into different classes of citizens. Therefore, instead of adhering 
to the statutes, CF's smashers shouted that CF is formless and should be remade in a rigid way. This 
was soon accomplished by the Vaclav Klaus’s manipulations and his betrayal of the cause. 
 
 



We are a ready organization  

 
At the beginning of its establishment ten years ago, the ACORN Association had constituted statutes 
ready to support a political parties wishing to set up platforms or non-profits alongside its own 
political activities that would offer citizens the opportunity to engage in their forums and assemblies 
either as individuals or entire groups with their goals. 
 
According to the Articles of Association, it is possible to establish both a freadom members forum and 
a council of associated organizations with fixed settings or a council of organizations which belong 
directly to ACORN. 
 
In doing so, we seek to extend the possibilities of party politics by involving citizens and, above all, 
bringing organizations and independent citizens together. 
Our association has therefore decided to support some specific movements, to try to create a direct, 
united platform through which other engaged organizations or independent citizens can directly 
influence events and, using this principle, directly run or propose programs. Initiatives of free 
members, community associations, employees of social enterprises and so on can be involved. 
 
  
 

Contact us on Messenger on the ACORN Czech facebook page and join the association or 

cooperative, we are recruiting all those interested in taking democratic measures to reach common 
consensus of all citizens! 

https://www.facebook.com/AKORN-%C4%8Cesk%C3%A1-republika-147843048582659/
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